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opens up abour In‘e —nter
modeling and how she
gracefully balances the
demands of an active
family with her vast
business empire

Emmy-award winning

star builds one-of-a-kind
C ghome without
acrificing design
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'BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED
FURNITURE CAN

PLAY THE ROLE OF
FUNCTIONAL SCULPTURE
IN YOUR ROOM.

JUST KEEP THE
SURROUNDING SIMPLE
SO IT CAN SPEAK.”

N

COMBINING
TEXTURES, FROM
SHINY METALLIC

AND SLEEK
LACQUER TO
ROUGH-HEWN
RECLAIMED WOOD,
CREATES THE
SENSE OF BALANCE
ESSENTIAL TO
GOOD DESIGN.
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LOOK FOR
FURNISHINGS THAT
DISPLAY SOME OF
THE SAME QUALITIE!
YOU LOVE IN ART,
LIKE A RHYTHMIC
INTERPLAY OF
GEOMETRY, OR THE
- SINUOUS, SENSUAL
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Interior designers ofien let fine art lead thetr plans for a space, but getting
Just the right look can be an art in itself. Here s how.

I3y Interior Designer BILLY BESON, ASID, CID

've been a studio artist all my life, in fact, | started out in studio

arts school before | switched majors to study interior design.
So I've worked in most mediums, from pottery to paint to
metal, and both the principles | used as an artist and many
of the artworks I've loved have influenced the interiors I've
created throughout my career. But you don't have to be an

artist yourself to find design inspiration in art. Your favorite sculpture or
painting can not only create a show-stopping focal point, but can set

the mood and tone for a space, infuse the look with personality, and
help your designer understand your style better. Here's how to bring
the spirit of your favorite masterpiece home:

DISPLAY LIKE A GALLERIST
Of course you don’t have to limit
yourself to plain white walls just
to show off a great piece of art,
but if you want to emphasize a
certain painting, for example, it
does make sense to keep the sur-
roundings comparatively simple.
I might choose a monochromatic
color palette for the room, or stick
with neutrals, highlighting with a
few accents in colors pulled from
the artwork.

GET INSPIRED BY STYLE

If a certain piece of art really
speaks to you—even if you don't
own it to display in your home—
you can choose elements from
its composition to incorporate
into your interior design. For

example, Picasso's Cubist style
is characterized by intersecting
geometric planes and unex-
pected tricks of scale: To get
this feeling in your own space,
you might pick furnishings, like
those at left, that share some of
these stylistic qualities.

USE THE ARTIST’S TOOLBOX
Artists and designers both rely on
many of the same principles—
color, proportion, texture, balance,
and rhythm—to create appealing
compositions. As you design a
room to work well with a piece of
art, make sure your furnishings,
fabrics, and other elements, are in
keeping with the color, scale, tex-
ture, and rhythm of the artwork—
but avoid being “matchy-matchy”.

Photograpln- by STEVE HENKE

THE COMPOSITION, COLORS, AND TEXTURES OF A PAINTING LIKE
PICASSO'S "THREE MUSICIANS" CAN PLAY THE STARRING ROLE IN
YOUR SPACE, OR JUST INSPIRE A UNIQUE DESIGN.

FIND ART IN

UNEXPECTED PLACES

Not many of us can afford to hang
an actual Picasso on our wall, but
that doesn’t mean we can't afford
great art. A framed reproduction

poster can double as the real thing;
or, have a photograph or even a
child’s artwork printed on canvas
and stretched on a frame for your
Very own contemporary master-
piece. Also, seek out local artists.



